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PATTON TOWNSHIP 

CENTRE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 
 

100 PATTON PLAZA – STATE COLLEGE, PENNSYLVANIA – 16803 
 

PHONE: 814/234-0271 –- FAX: 814/238-7790 
EMAIL: zoning@twp.patton.pa.us –- WEBSITE:  http://twp.patton.pa.us 

 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING AND WORK SESSION AGENDA 

OCTOBER 4, 2021 
4:30 PM 

 

PLEASE NOTE:   This meeting will be a hybrid, combining in-person and tele-
conferencing 
 
The Public is welcome to attend via Zoom, but may also provide comments prior 
to the meeting: Email – zoning@twp.patton.pa.us; Phone – 814-234-0271 (ask for 
the Public Works Department)   
 

The meeting will be live-streamed at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/CNetCentreCounty/live 

 
Join Zoom Meeting Information 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81625811959 
Meeting ID: 816 2581 1959 

Call: 1 929 205 6099 
 

• If you are not a Planning Commission member or a Patton Township staff 

member, we request that you turn off your video.  If you are an applicant or 

presenter, please wait to be recognized by the Chair or staff to turn on your video 

and speak. 

• If you are a member of the public and would like to provide comments during 

Item 2; Public Comments or on a particular agenda item, please use the “raise 

hand” feature of the Zoom application.  Please wait for the Chair to indicate that it 

is your opportunity to speak.  Public comments will be limited to five minutes per 

person per item. 

• In addition, comments from the public can be made at any meeting of the 
Planning Commission or Board of Supervisors, or they can be submitted in 
writing to the Township Manager. 

mailto:patton@twp.patton.pa.us
mailto:zoning@twp.patton.pa.us
http://patton.centreconnect.org/
mailto:zoning@twp.patton.pa.us
https://www.youtube.com/user/CNetCentreCounty/live
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1. CALL TO ORDER  

The Planning Commission Chair will call the meeting to order.  

 
a. Additions to the Posted Agenda 

The Board of Supervisor has adopted the following procedures for adding items to a 

posted agenda: 

 

The agenda for the Patton Township Planning Commission is typically published on 

the Thursday prior to the Monday meeting. If there is an Updated Agenda, it shall be 

distributed at least 24 hours prior to the meeting. The Updated Agenda shall be 

considered the “posted” agenda in accordance with Act 65 of 2021. 

 

At the meeting, the Chair may announce and/or ask the other members for the 

addition of agenda items that constitute Emergency Business or are considered de 

minimas in nature and do not involve the expenditure of funds or entering into a 

contract or agreement. The Chair shall determine if the items do constitute 

Emergency Business or are considered de minimas in nature and will determine the 

placement of each such added item within the meeting agenda. 

 

Any member wishing to add an item to the agenda that is not Emergency Business 

and not considered de minimas in nature shall ask for recognition by the Chair and 

shall make a motion to add an item, including stating the nature of the item and 

reason for changing the agenda.  If the motion is seconded, the Chair shall oversee 

discussion and a vote on the motion to add the item.  If the motion is approved by a 

majority vote of the individuals present and voting, the item shall be added to the 

agenda.  The Chair shall determine the placement of the added item within the 

meeting agenda. 

 

The following items are included with the agenda: 
 

1. 2021-08-30 Act 65 Agenda Posting Memo 

 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Minutes from the Patton Township Planning Commission’s July 12, 2021 regular meeting 
and September 13, 2021 work session are included with this evening’s agenda for review, 
potential edits, and approval.   
 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Residents and property owners may address the Commission on issues of interest to the 

Township. Comments related to specific agenda items should be deferred until that point 

in the meeting. 

mailto:patton@twp.patton.pa.us
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4. REVIEW FOR SPECIAL EXCEPTION TO SIGN REGULATIONS: PATTON 
CROSSING -- DEVELOPMENT SIGN 

 
1752 N. Atherton St. Associate, LP has submitted this Development Sign Approval Plan 
to install a sign at the Patton Crossing entrance located at the intersection of North 
Atherton Street and Woodycrest Street. The Patton Crossing Master Plan was approved 
in the fall of 2019. The first phase land development plan, the Aldi grocery store, was 
approved in the spring of 2020.  

 
The purpose of this plan is to obtain special exception approval for the proposed sign at 
the main entrance to the development. The design and coloring will conform to the 
proposed motif of future signage in the development, as required by the master planning 
process. The proposed sign exceeds the permitted 25 square feet for Shopping Center 
Signs (See Section 140-21 of the Patton Code). It is not one of the specifically prohibited 
signs and it meets all the other criteria (illumination, content, height) for allowable signs.  
 
Chapter 140 of the Patton Code covers regulations for signage in the Township.  Under 
limited circumstances, applicants may request a Special Exception to the sign regulations 
“to allow certain provisions of this chapter to be modified where such modification will 
encourage excellence in the planning and design of signs.”  The Planning Commission is 
the designated body to review the application for special exception in accordance with the 
criteria included in Section 140-24: 
 

The Planning Commission may recommend a special exception, provided that all of the 
following findings are made where relevant in a given case: 

 
[1]  The sign material, design or construction should be nonstandard. Signs of 
substantially the same material, design or construction as existing signs in the 
Township or commonly used signs for a multisite business interest do not demonstrate 
excellence in design. 
 
[2] The sign shall include some unique element or elements, other than the written 
message, related to the use, or the sign shall provide a visual tie to other features on 
the site, or the sign shall convey additional information. 
 
[3] Evidence must be provided demonstrating that the sign has been integrated into 
the site or building design in the design phase of the project. "Excellence in planning" 
is demonstrated by linking site, architectural, and signage elements together early in 
the process. 
 
[4] It must be demonstrated that due to the unique elements of the sign it is not 
possible to comply with all aspects of the Sign Ordinance, or it must be demonstrated 
that there is a compelling reason related to other design features on the site that lead 
to a design outside the Sign Ordinance, and it must be demonstrated that the 
requested special exception represents the minimum deviation that will afford relief 
and will represent the least modification possible of the regulation in issue. 

 
If the Planning Commission finds the sign meets above criteria, where relevant in a given 
case, for a Special Exception, the matter will then be reviewed by the Township’s Zoning 
Hearing Board who shall “determine that the Planning Commission has correctly applied 

mailto:patton@twp.patton.pa.us
https://ecode360.com/35275608#35275608
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the express criteria stated in § 140-24C(5) and may attach such reasonable conditions 
and safeguards it may deem necessary.” 

 
The Manager suggests the following approach for tonight’s meeting: 
 

1. Presentation of the sign approval plan by the developers and their 

design    professionals 

2. Planning Commission comments/questions to the developers and their 

design   team 

3. Audience comments/questions 

4. Staff comments/questions 

5. Final comments/questions from Planning Commissioners 
6. Planning Commission considers action to approve the special exception or 

identifies additional information required prior to taking action. 

The following items are included with the agenda: 
 

1.   Letter: Special Exception Request for Site Signage 
2. 11” x 17” Plan Set 

Actions: The Planning Commission members should receive the presentation of the 
sign approval plan from the developers and their design professionals.  
Following the presentation, the Chair should facilitate the discussion and 
question/answer session, and the Commission vote, in accordance with the 
format provided.   

 Next Steps: The Planning Commission should consider action to approve the special 
exception or identify additional information required prior to taking action. 

 
5.  STATUS REPORT ON PENDING ITEMS 
 

A) Actions taken by the Patton Township Board of Supervisors at its September 22, 2021 

meeting: 

1) No Planning or Zoning items 

B) Pending Commission Work Tasks: 

1) Sign Ordinance Update 

a. On-going – The Solicitor is involved and is in the process of reviewing the 

ordinance. Once the review is complete, it will be brought back for review of 

potential changes and discussion. 

 

C) The plan submission deadline for the November 1, 2021 Planning Commission 

meeting was October 1, 2021.   

 
 

6.   REPORTS 
  

A) Patton Township Housing Task Force 

mailto:patton@twp.patton.pa.us
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At the September 21, 2021 meeting the group worked on the report to be presented 

to the Board of Supervisors on October 27, 2021. To kick-off the community outreach 

the group worked with CNET to create three videos inviting the public to their attainable 

housing research: 

1. Video 1 (1:21) -- How: How has Patton Township been researching housing? 

How can you get involved? Click here to watch. 

2. Video 2 (2:41) -- What: What do we mean by attainable housing? What is the 

challenge? Click here to watch. 

3. Video 3 (2:22) -- Why: Why is the housing conversation important? Click here 

to watch. 

4. Merged video (5:22) -- compilation of all three videos here.  

The videos are also available on the Housing Task Force section of the Patton 

Township website. 

 

7.  OTHER BUSINESS 

  
8. ADJOURN 
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 
A) Development Update 

B) BOS Representatives: 

October 13  Brian Rater 
November 10  Jim Payne 
December 8  Jim Payne 
 
 
 
 

PATTON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION WORK SESSION 
 
1.         BICYCLE PARKING 

 
The Planning Commission has been discussing required minimum bicycle parking 
standards in multifamily residential, commercial, and mixed-use developments in the 
Township to encourage bicycle use and promote connectivity to the pedestrian and bicycle 
network in the Township. At the June 7, 2021 meeting, the Planning Commission decided 
it would like to see bicycle parking required by use. The Planning Commission also 
reviewed the bicycle regulations for the other five Centre Region municipalities.  
 
At the July 12, 2021 meeting, Centre Regional Planning Agency Transportation Planner 
Trish Meek provided an overview of why bike parking is important, how it works, and gave 
examples of regulations.  
 
At the September 13, 2021 meeting the Planning Commission discussed the importance 
of bike facility infrastructure to incoming residents, the need for bike infrastructure to 
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access bike parking, bike parking at Gray’s Woods elementary, and the cost to 
developers. Staff has attached the following information: 
 

• Centre Region Bicycle Facilities Summer 2021 

• Patton Township Parks and Bicycle/Pedestrian Path Plan Existing & Proposed 

Facilities 

• Patton Township Parks and Bicycle/Pedestrian Path Plan Table 1.2 Patton 

Township Park and Bicycle/Pedestrian Path Inventory 

• Patton Township Parks and Bicycle/Pedestrian Path Plan Conclusions and 

Recommendations 

• Link to entire plan: Patton Township Parks and Bicycle/Pedestrian Path Plan 

adopted in October 2020.  

Attached is a bike parking handout from the city of Pittsburgh, which is an urban area with 
street bike parking, but there is information that the Planning Commission can consider 
as we discuss the particulars of the ordinance language:  
 

• For clarification: Protected and unprotected bike parking spaces = long-term and 

short-term 

• Examples of commonly asked questions about bike parking 

• Types of recommended bicycle racks and types not permitted 

• Bike parking space requirements 

The Planning Commission needs to discuss the following items contained in the draft 
language: 
 

• Patton Township Zoning ordinance contains the following definitions: 
o Bicycle Parking Space 
o Bicycle Parking Space, Sheltered – Recommend removal of this definition 

and amending Bicycle Parking, Long-Term 
o Bicycle Parking, Long-Term – Recommend adding “and is fully protected 

from the weather” to current definition 
o Bicycle Parking, Short-Term 
o Bicycle Rack 
o Private Garage 

• We recommend adding the following definitions as written in the draft: 
o Bike Locker 
o In-Street Bicycle Parking 
o We need feedback if some words need to be defined such as “parking 

facility” 

• The model Change Lab ordinance calls for formulas to determine short and long-
term parking. After reviewing the other BFC bike parking ordinances, some use a 
single formula to calculate the total number of bicycle parking spaces and then a 
percentage of the total for short and long-term. We believe this is an easier and 
clearer way to calculate spaces. 

• A per bedroom bike parking calculation was used for multi-family buildings, as 

opposed to per unit. Using a per bedroom calculation is a more adequate indicator 
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to number of bike parking spaces needed. Current multi-family building 

development trends points to increase in number of bedrooms per unit. 

• A minimum of 4 bike parking spaces per use is proposed. To effectively encourage 

bicycle use, riders need to be confident there will be a safe and secure place to 

store their bike when they arrive. 

• Bike parking will be required whenever a land development plan is submitted, 

including for expansion and/or redevelopment of a site.  

• As vehicular parking regulations are in the Subdivision and Land Development 

Ordinance (SALDO), staff recommends bike parking regulations be added to the 

SALDO.  

After the Planning Commission has worked through the above, the bike parking space 
calculations for each use and ways to incentivize bike parking should be discussed. 

 

The following items are included with the agenda: 

1. Centre Region Bicycle Facilities Summer 2021 

2. Patton Township Parks and Bicycle/Pedestrian Path Plan Existing & Proposed     

Facilities 

3. Patton Township Parks and Bicycle/Pedestrian Path Plan Table 1.2 Patton 

Township Park and Bicycle/Pedestrian Path Inventory 

4. Patton Township Parks and Bicycle/Pedestrian Path Plan Conclusions and   

Recommendations 

5. Pittsburgh Bike Parking Handout 

6. Draft Bike Parking Ordinance Language 09/30/2021 

 

Actions: The Planning Commissioners should discuss the information presented 
with staff, then direct staff how to proceed. 

 
Next Steps: Staff will proceed as directed by the Planning Commission. 





  
PATTON TOWNSHIP 


CENTRE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 
 


100 PATTON PLAZA – STATE COLLEGE, PENNSYLVANIA – 16803 
 


PHONE: 814/234-0271 –- FAX: 814/238-7790 
EMAIL: publicworks@twp.patton.pa.us –- WEB SITE:  http://twp.patton.pa.us 


 
 
TO:  Board of Supervisors 
  Planning Commission 
 
FROM:  Ken Soder  
  Zoning Officer 
 
DATE:  September 30, 2021 
 
SUBJECT: Development Update 
 
The following activities concerning development, inquiries, possible development, and the Haugh 
property within Patton Township occurred in the past month: 


   
1. The Aldi site is moving forward at a rapid pace. 


 
2. Township staff removed many trees from paths in the open space and Patton Woods area 


after a severe storm broke and uprooted many trees.       
 


3. There are three confirmed cases of Oak Wilt within the Township. Ther contractor has 
removed one of the infected trees so far with plans to have all infected trees removed by 
October 8th.   
 


4. The Barger Fields plan is planning to pave the public road area in the beginning of 
October. 
 


5. Earth moving has started on the equine hospital along Rt 550.   
        


6. Permits issued in July, August, and September 2021 are as follows: 
 


   July 
     7 – Sign Permits 
   11 – Zoning Permits / stated value $ 173,584 
 
   August 
     2 – Sign Permits 
   10 – Zoning Permits / stated value $ 2,327,278 
 
   September 
   11 – Sign Permits 
   10 – Zoning Permits / stated value $ 1,509,425 



mailto:publicworks@twp.patton.pa.us
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PATTON TOWNSHIP 


CENTRE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 
 


 
TO:  Board of Supervisors 


All members of Township Authorities, Boards and Commissions 
(ABCs) 


  Township Staff Liaisons with ABCs 
  Township Solicitor, Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor 
 


FROM: Doug Erickson, Patton Township Manager 
 


SUBJECT: New Agenda Procedures to Comply with the amended Pennsylvania 
Sunshine Act 


 


DATE: August 30, 2021 
 


 
The Pennsylvania legislature has enacted changes to the Sunshine Act that the 
Township must follow after August 29, 2021. 
 
These procedures shall apply to meetings of the Board of Supervisors and all standing 
Authorities, Boards and Commissions (ABCs.)  Ad hoc committees and task forces that 
are open to the public are also subject to these procedures.   
 
Effective August 29, 2021, the following additional procedures will be mandatory 
for all Township Staff members who act as primary facilitator of a Township ABC: 
 


• No later than 24 hours prior to a meeting start time: 


o Post a copy of the meeting agenda to the “Agenda Board” (clipboard) in the 


vestibule of the main entrance to the Township Offices. 


o Provide a copy of the agenda (word doc or pdf) to one of the Township 


website administrators for posting.  Provide the administrator sufficient time to 


update the website. 


o Distribute agenda to your ABC members 


 


• At the meeting 


o Ensure copies of the agenda are available for the public 


o Ensure copies of this guidance document (without attachments) are available 


for the ABC members and the public 


 



https://www.openrecords.pa.gov/SunshineAct.cfm
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Adding Items to an agenda during a meeting.  No discussion or action may occur 
on an item not included on the published agenda UNLESS it falls into one of 
these categories: 
 


• Item added by majority vote of the body.  An item may be added if a member 


moves to the add the item and states the reason for the change, The motion to 


add an item must be seconded and approved by a majority vote of the body 


before any discussion or action can occur on the item.  All the above information 


must be included in the meeting minutes. See also “After a meeting” for 


additional requirements for updating the published agenda. 


• Emergency items.  A body can act without formally amending the agenda as 


described above on items related to a real or potential emergency involving a 


clear and present danger to life or property. The meeting minutes must include a 


description of the nature of the emergency and the action taken.  An updated 


agenda should be posted as described in “After a meeting.” 


• De minimis items. A body can act without formally amending the agenda as 


described above on items if they are de minimis is nature, do not spend funds, 


and do not require a contract or agreement. The meeting minutes must include a 


description of the item and action taken.  An updated agenda should be posted 


as described in “After a meeting.” 


• Item raised by resident or taxpayer.  A body can may refer such an item to 


staff for research or take action if it involves an emergency or a de minimis item 


as described above. The meeting minutes must include a description of the item 


and action taken.  An updated agenda should be posted as described in “After a 


meeting.” 


• Discussion without action.  This is not recommended but is permissible under 


the Act.  A body may discuss an issue that is not on the agenda but may not take 


any action.  For transparency and notice to those with interest in specific items, it 


is much preferable to schedule the item for a future meeting where it can be 


included in the published agenda. 


After a meeting.  If an item is or item(s) are added to an agenda under one of the 
circumstances listed above, it is the responsibility of the Township Staff members who 
acts as primary facilitator of that Township ABC to do the following by the end of the 
next business day: 
 


• Post an amended agenda in the building and on the Township website: 


o Post a copy of the amended agenda to the “Agenda Board” (clipboard) in 


the vestibule of the main entrance to the Township Offices. 


o Provide a copy of the amended agenda (word doc or pdf) to one of the 


Township website administrators for posting.  Provide the administrator 


sufficient time to update the website. 
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Please find the following items attached for your further information: 
“Posting Meeting Agendas Act 65 of 2021 Fact Sheet” form the Pennsylvania 
State Association of Township Supervisors. 
 
Act 65 of 2021







Posting Meeting Agendas    Act 65 of 2021     1


Where must we post our meeting agendas? 
Meeting agendas must be posted at the meeting location 


and the principal office of the township and at least 24 hours 
in advance of each meeting and on the township’s website, if 
the township has a website. The posting at the meeting loca-
tion and the principal office can be placed in the same loca-
tion, such as a bulletin board, where your township currently 
posts meeting notices as required by the Sunshine Law. Note: 
Townships without websites are not required to create one. 


What must we include in the agenda?  
The agenda must include a listing of each matter of agency 


business that the board or commission expects to act on, or 
deliberate, at the upcoming meeting.   


At our meeting, can we add a new business item that wasn’t 
included on the posted agenda? 


Yes. Boards and commissions may add new items to the 
agenda by majority vote, after first stating the reason for the 
change. Note that a vote to add the item to the agenda will be 
required before the board, or commission, votes on the new 
issue. In addition, the amended agenda must be posted on the 
township’s website, if it has one, and at the township office 
by the first business day following the meeting at which the 
agenda was changed. In addition, the minutes must include 
the substance of the item added to the agenda, the vote on 
adding the item to the agenda, the announced reasons for the 
addition, and the final vote on the item added.  


Are there any items that we can add to the agenda with-
out formally amending the agenda and posting an amended 
agenda after the meeting?  


Yes. The following items can be voted on without the need 
to formally amend the agenda or post an amended agenda 
after the meeting: 


 n Action can be taken at an emergency or regularly sched-
uled meeting on a real or potential emergency involving a 
clear and present danger to life or property. 


 n Matters that arise or are brought to the attention of the 
board less than 24 hours prior to the meeting if they are 
de minimis in nature, do not spend funds, and do not 
require a contract or agreement. 


Posting Meeting Agendas 
Act 65 of 2021 Fact Sheet 
Act 65 of 2021 amends the Sunshine Law to create a new requirement that all local government boards and commissions (govern-
ing boards, planning commissions, zoning hearing boards, recreation committees, etc) must post meeting agendas for all advertised 
public meetings at least 24-hours before each meeting. The new provision takes effect August 29, 2021. 


 n Matters brought up by a resident or taxpayer may be 
referred to staff for research or acted on by the board 
if it is de minimus, does not spend funds, and does not 
require a contract or agreement.   


Can we discuss an item that comes up without amending 
the agenda? 


Yes. The act specifically requires that the agenda be 
amended before the board or commission takes official action. 
Act 65 does not require that the agenda be amended to dis-
cuss an issue. However, if the board does discuss an issue that 
was not listed on the agenda and determines that official 
action cannot wait, then the board would need to first vote to 
amend the agenda and then vote to take the desired action. 


Must we provide copies of the agenda to meeting attendees?  
Yes. Act 65 requires all local government boards and 


commissions to provide copies of agendas to meeting 
attendees. This is currently a recommended practice and 
necessary to comply with existing Sunshine Law require-
ment that an opportunity for public comment be pro-
vided before the board discusses an agenda item.  


Must we post an agenda before we hold an executive 
session? 


No. Executive sessions are excluded from Act 65. 


PENNSYLVANIA STATE ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS
David M. Sanko, Executive Director


4855 Woodland Drive  Enola, PA 17025-1291
Telephone: (717) 763-0930  Fax: (717) 763-9732


www.psats.org 
 @PSATS      @PSATS
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of Township Supervisors


Published July 2021







 


PRIOR PRINTER'S NO. 581 PRINTER'S NO.  875 
 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 
 


SENATE BILL 


No. 554 Session of 
2021 


 


 


 
INTRODUCED BY STEFANO, BROWNE, AUMENT, MARTIN, A. WILLIAMS, 


SCHWANK AND MASTRIANO, APRIL 13, 2021 
 


 
AS AMENDED ON THIRD CONSIDERATION, JUNE 8, 2021 


 


 
 


AN ACT 
 
Amending Title 65 (Public Officers) of the Pennsylvania 


Consolidated Statutes, in open meetings, further providing 
for public notice and providing for notification of agency 
business required and exceptions. 


The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 


hereby enacts as follows: 


Section 1.  Section 709 of Title 65 of the Pennsylvania 


Consolidated Statutes is amended by adding a subsection to read: 


SECTION 1.  SECTION 709(D) OF TITLE 65 OF THE PENNSYLVANIA 


CONSOLIDATED STATUTES IS AMENDED AND THE SECTION IS AMENDED BY 


ADDING A SUBSECTION TO READ: 


§ 709.  Public notice. 


* * * 


(c.1)  Notification of agency business to be considered.--In 


addition to any public notice required under this section, an 


agency shall provide the following notification of agency 


business to be considered at a meeting as follows: 


(1)  If the agency has a publicly accessible Internet 


website, the agency shall post the agenda, which includes a 


   







listing of each matter of agency business that will be or may 


be the subject of deliberation or official action at the 


meeting, on the website no later than 24 hours in advance of 


the time of the convening of the meeting. 


(2)  The agency shall post the agenda, which includes a 


listing of each matter of agency business that will be or may 


be the subject of deliberation or official action at the 


meeting, at the location of the meeting and at the principal 


office of the agency. 


(3)  The agency shall make available to individuals in 


attendance at the meeting copies of the agenda, which include 


a listing of each matter of agency business that will be or 


may be the subject of deliberation or official action at the 


meeting. 


(C.1)  NOTIFICATION OF AGENCY BUSINESS TO BE CONSIDERED.-- 


(1)  IN ADDITION TO ANY PUBLIC NOTICE REQUIRED UNDER 


THIS SECTION, AN AGENCY SHALL PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING 


NOTIFICATION OF AGENCY BUSINESS TO BE CONSIDERED AT A MEETING 


AS FOLLOWS: 


(I)  IF THE AGENCY HAS A PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE INTERNET 


WEBSITE, THE AGENCY SHALL POST THE AGENDA, WHICH INCLUDES 


A LISTING OF EACH MATTER OF AGENCY BUSINESS THAT WILL BE 


OR MAY BE THE SUBJECT OF DELIBERATION OR OFFICIAL ACTION 


AT THE MEETING, ON THE WEBSITE NO LATER THAN 24 HOURS IN 


ADVANCE OF THE TIME OF THE CONVENING OF THE MEETING. 


(II)  THE AGENCY SHALL POST THE AGENDA, WHICH 


INCLUDES A LISTING OF EACH MATTER OF AGENCY BUSINESS THAT 


WILL BE OR MAY BE THE SUBJECT OF DELIBERATION OR OFFICIAL 


ACTION AT THE MEETING, AT THE LOCATION OF THE MEETING AND 


 







AT THE PRINCIPAL OFFICE OF THE AGENCY. 


(III)  THE AGENCY SHALL MAKE AVAILABLE TO INDIVIDUALS 


IN ATTENDANCE AT THE MEETING COPIES OF THE AGENDA, WHICH 


INCLUDE A LISTING OF EACH MATTER OF AGENCY BUSINESS THAT 


WILL BE OR MAY BE THE SUBJECT OF DELIBERATION OR OFFICIAL 


ACTION AT THE MEETING. 


(2)  THIS SUBSECTION SHALL NOT APPLY TO A CONFERENCE OR A 


WORKING SESSION UNDER SECTION 707 (RELATING TO EXCEPTIONS TO 


OPEN MEETINGS) OR AN EXECUTIVE SESSION UNDER SECTION 708 


(RELATING TO EXECUTIVE SESSIONS). 


(D)  MEETINGS OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN CAPITOL COMPLEX.--


NOTWITHSTANDING ANY PROVISION OF THIS SECTION TO THE CONTRARY, 


IN CASE OF SESSIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, ALL MEETINGS OF 


LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEES HELD WITHIN THE CAPITOL COMPLEX WHERE 


BILLS ARE CONSIDERED, INCLUDING CONFERENCE COMMITTEES, ALL 


LEGISLATIVE HEARINGS HELD WITHIN THE CAPITOL COMPLEX WHERE 


TESTIMONY IS TAKEN AND ALL MEETINGS OF LEGISLATIVE COMMISSIONS 


HELD WITHIN THE CAPITOL COMPLEX, THE REQUIREMENT FOR PUBLIC 


NOTICE THEREOF SHALL BE COMPLIED WITH IF, NOT LATER THAN THE 


PRECEDING DAY: 


(1)  THE SUPERVISOR OF THE NEWSROOM OF THE STATE CAPITOL 


BUILDING IN HARRISBURG IS SUPPLIED FOR DISTRIBUTION TO THE 


MEMBERS OF THE PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATIVE CORRESPONDENTS 


ASSOCIATION WITH A MINIMUM OF 30 COPIES OF THE NOTICE OF THE 


DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF EACH SESSION, MEETING OR HEARING[.] 


OR THE NOTICE IS PROVIDED VIA ELECTRONIC MEANS TO AN EMAIL 


ADDRESS DESIGNATED BY THE PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATIVE 


CORRESPONDENTS ASSOCIATION. 


(2)  THERE IS A POSTING OF THE COPY OF THE NOTICE AT 







PUBLIC PLACES WITHIN THE MAIN CAPITOL BUILDING DESIGNATED BY 


THE SECRETARY OF THE SENATE AND THE CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE 


OF REPRESENTATIVES OR THE NOTICE IS POSTED ON THE PUBLICLY 


ACCESSIBLE INTERNET WEBSITE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


* * * 


Section 2.  Title 65 is amended by adding a section to read: 


§ 712.1.  Notification of agency business required and 


exceptions. 


(a)  Official action.--Except as provided in subsection (b), 


(c), (d) or (e), an agency may not take official action on a 


matter of agency business at a meeting if the matter was not 


included in the notification required under section 709(c.1) 


(relating to public notice). 


(b)  Emergency business.--An agency may take official action 


at a regularly scheduled meeting or an emergency meeting on a 


matter of agency business relating to a real or potential 


emergency involving a clear and present danger to life or 


property regardless of whether public notice was given for the 


meeting. 


(c)  Business arising within 24 hours before meeting.--An 


agency may take official action on a matter of agency business 


that is not listed on a meeting agenda if: 


(1)  the matter arises or is brought to the attention of 


the agency within the 24-hour period prior to the meeting; 


and 


(2)  the matter is de minimis in nature and does not 


involve the expenditure of funds or entering into a contract 


or agreement by the agency. 


(d)  Business arising during meeting.--If, during the conduct 







of a meeting, a resident or taxpayer brings a matter of agency 


business that is not listed on the meeting agenda to the 


attention of the agency, the agency may take official action to 


refer the matter to staff, if applicable, for the purpose of 


researching the matter for inclusion on the agenda of a future 


meeting, or, if the matter is de minimis in nature and does not 


involve the expenditure of funds or entering into a contract or 


agreement, the agency may take official action on the matter. 


(e)  Changes to agenda.--Upon majority vote of the 


individuals present and voting during the conduct of a meeting, 


an agency may add a matter of agency business to the agenda. The 


reasons for the changes to the agenda shall be announced at the 


meeting before any vote is conducted to make the changes to the 


agenda. The agency may subsequently take official action on the 


matter added to the agenda. The agency shall post the amended 


agenda on the agency's publicly accessible Internet website, if 


available, and at the agency's principal office location no 


later than the first business day following the meeting at which 


the agenda was changed. 


(E)  CHANGES TO AGENDA.-- 


(1)  UPON MAJORITY VOTE OF THE INDIVIDUALS PRESENT AND 


VOTING DURING THE CONDUCT OF A MEETING, AN AGENCY MAY ADD A 


MATTER OF AGENCY BUSINESS TO THE AGENDA. THE REASONS FOR THE 


CHANGES TO THE AGENDA SHALL BE ANNOUNCED AT THE MEETING 


BEFORE ANY VOTE IS CONDUCTED TO MAKE THE CHANGES TO THE 


AGENDA. THE AGENCY MAY SUBSEQUENTLY TAKE OFFICIAL ACTION ON 


THE MATTER ADDED TO THE AGENDA. THE AGENCY SHALL POST THE 


AMENDED AGENDA ON THE AGENCY'S PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE INTERNET 


WEBSITE, IF AVAILABLE, AND AT THE AGENCY'S PRINCIPAL OFFICE 


  







LOCATION NO LATER THAN THE FIRST BUSINESS DAY FOLLOWING THE 


MEETING AT WHICH THE AGENDA WAS CHANGED. 


(2)  THIS SUBSECTION SHALL NOT APPLY TO A CONFERENCE OR A 


WORKING SESSION UNDER SECTION 707 (RELATING TO EXCEPTIONS TO 


OPEN MEETINGS) OR AN EXECUTIVE SESSION UNDER SECTION 708 


(RELATING TO EXECUTIVE SESSIONS). 


(f)  Minutes.--If action is taken upon a matter of agency 


business added to the agenda under this section, the minutes of 


the meeting shall reflect the substance of the matter added, the 


vote on the addition and the announced reasons for the addition. 


Section 3.  This act shall take effect in 60 days. 
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ATTENDANCE 
 
Planning Commission   Township Staff 
Brian Rater, Chair (in person)  Douglas Erickson, Township Manager (in person) 
Richard Schmidt, Vice-Chair   Stephen Casson, Township Engineer/Dir. Public Works 
Harry McAllister, Secretary  Ken Soder, Zoning Officer 
William Burnett, Alt. Secretary  Nicole Pollock, CRPA 
Jim Payne     
Sharon Collins     
Robert Prosek     
      
     
      
Audience 
C-NET (in person) 
Trish Meek, Centre Regional Planning Agency 
Mark Haefner, Stahl Sheaffer Engineering 
Dana Donofrio 
 
 
**Meeting was hybrid** 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER – REGULAR MEETING 


The July 12, 2021 regular meeting was called to order at 4:30 PM by Chair, Mr. Brian 
Rater.     


 
2. ITEMS OF CORRECTION 


There were no additions or deletions to the agenda. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 


Meeting minutes from the June 7, 2021 Regular Meeting and Work Session were brought 
before the Planning Commission for approval.   
 
Mr. Jim Payne noted a minor correction of noting the vote count on Item 7 – Confer Farm, 
needed to be corrected to 5-0. 
 
Mr. Harry McAllister made a motion to approve the meeting minutes as submitted.  The 
motion was seconded by Mr. Jim Payne.  The motion passed with a vote of 7-0. 


 
4. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 There were no public comments at this point in the meeting. 
 
5. THE VIEW APARTMENTS – MINOR AMENDMENT PLAN 
 Ms. Nicole Pollock noted the View Apartments are located on Toftrees Avenue.  The 


purpose of the plan is to permit the placement of two pre-manufactured sheds, to be used 
by maintenance personnel, on the existing parking lot and request a reduction in the 
number of required parking spaces.  The sheds will sit on 12 parking spaces in the existing 
parking lot. Historical parking data was submitted with the plan to provide justification for 
the request to reduce the parking space total from 497 to 485. 
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6. THE VIEW APARTMENTS – MINOR AMENDMENT PLAN (cont.) 
 The original Final Land Development Plan, “The Grove at State College”, was approved 


in 2012. 
 


Township Staff finds that the Plan meets all Township regulations with the following 
conditions: 
 


1. Completion of all items noted on the Staff marked up comment letter. 


Mark Haefner, Stahl Sheaffer Engineering, and The View Senior Community Manager, 
Dana Donofrio, were present to address the Planning Commission. 
 
Mr. William Burnett wanted to see where the fire hydrants are located on the site.  Ms. 
Pollock reviewed the locations of the fire hydrants.  Mr. Burnett is concerned that the sheds 
may interfere with emergency vehicles accessing the site. 
 
Mr. Jim Payne noted that the one shed with the ramp interferes with travel.  Ms. Dana 
Donofrio noted that the ramp can be removed. 
 
Mr. Harry McAllister asked if there was a plan to create permanent structure to match the 
existing architecture.  Ms. Donofrio noted that the sheds were going to be the permanent 
structure. 
 
Mr. Burnett asked for Township Staff to contact Mr. Steve Bair, Alpha Fire Company, to 
review the plan.   
 
Ms. Sharon Collins made a motion to conditionally approve The View Apartments – Minor 
Amendment Plan upon completion of all items noted on the Staff marked up comment 
letter, a condition that the Township Staff will work with Owner regarding the ramps to 
make sure that they are either removed or they are not hindering traffic, a condition that 
the Director of the Alpha Fire Company review the plan, and a condition that the Owner 
agrees that if parking spaces are needed, The View will need to relocate equipment that 
is parked outside of the sheds.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Richard Schmidt.  The 
motion passed with a vote of 7-0. 
 


7. BENNER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE UPDATE – REQUEST FOR COMMENTS 
Ms. Nicole Pollock noted that Benner Township is updating its zoning ordinance and map 
and has given Patton Township an opportunity to provide comment.  Benner and Patton 
Townships share a common municipal boundary in the general area of the University Park 
Airport.  Staff reviewed the regulations for the zoning districts adjacent to Patton Township 
to assess whether the proposed changes may be significant enough to potentially impact 
Patton Township infrastructure or shared resources such as potable water supply.  The 
Planning Commission has previously reviewed proposed zoning ordinance changes in 
March 2019 and May 2020. 
 
The Planning Commission had no comments regarding Benner Township’s Zoning 
Ordinance Update. 
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8. STATUS ON PENDING ITEMS 
Mr. Nicole Pollock gave an overview of pending items.  There were no comments from the 
Planning Commission on the pending work task items. 


 
9. REPORTS 


The Patton Township Housing Task Force met on June 15, 2021.  The meeting focused 
on working in three subgroups:  Housing, Zoning, and Visioning.  The subgroups will work 
with each other to discuss the current state of housing, what the Township will look like in 
5-10 years, potentially draft recommendations for the Township to consider, and provide 
the residents with an overall understanding of the greater picture, issues facing the 
Township, why the workforce cannot afford to live here, and more.  The task force also 
discussed working with C-NET to produce a video for public outreach and awareness. 
 


10. OTHER BUSINESS 
There was no other business brought before the Planning Commission. 


 
11. ADJOURN – REGULAR MEETING 


The regular meeting was adjourned at 4:57 PM.   
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1. CALL TO ORDER – WORK SESSION MEETING 
The July 12, 2021 work session meeting was called to order at 4:57 PM by Chair, Mr. 
Brian Rater.     


 
2. INCENTIVIZE/REQUIRE BICYCLE PARKING: 


 
The Planning Commission should consider recommending required minimum bicycle 
parking standards in multifamily residential, commercial, and mixed-use developments in 
the Township to encourage bicycle use and promote connectivity to the pedestrian and 
bicycle network in the Township. This task is a potential recommendation in the Climate 
Action and Adaptation Plan that will be finished in 2021 and helps implement the current 
Centre Region Bike Plan. 
 
A review of the regulations of the Centre Region municipalities was conducted. Below is 
a chart of applicable regulations. 
 


Municipality Code Required or 
Incentivized 


Summary 


College 
Township 


Medical Campus District - 200-
27.2H(6c) 
 


Required Stipulates general location, 
not quantity 
 


Ferguson 
Township 


SALDO - 22-5C02: Bicycle 
Parking Regulations 
 


Required (all new 
developments) 
 
Incentives for motor 
vehicle parking 
reductions 
 


Short- and long-term parking 
specified, location, quantity 
(per use category), and type 
-- design standards 
(including accessibility and 
parking structures) 
 


Harris 
Township 


Village Commercial District - 
12-5.5E(3) 


Required Quantity, some design 
specifications, accessibility 


Patton 
Township 


Mixed Use Overlay District 
(MXD) – 175-40.8H(5) 
 
Mixed Use Overlay District-2 
(MXD-2) – 175-40.9I 


Required 
 
 
Required 


Quantity 
 
 
General location, design 
specifications, accessibility, 
quantity, short- and long-
term 


State College 
Borough 


Planned Commercial District-3 
(CP-3): Parking  
 
 
General Commercial (C): 
Collegiate Housing Overlay  


Required 
 
 
 
Required 
(Incentives for 
additional) 


Quantity, general location, 
and accessibility stipulations 
(for both districts) 
 
Incentive: indoor, protected 
bicycle parking = reduction in 
required max. parking by 
10% 
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2. INCENTIVIZE/REQUIRE BICYCLE PARKING (cont.) 
Most of the Centre Region municipalities require bicycle parking in at least one zoning 
district. Ferguson Township has the most robust requirements. While Ferguson 
Township was going through the process of adding these requirements, several 
documents were reviewed from the Association of Bicycle and Pedestrian Professionals 
(ABPB) including: 
 


• Essentials of Bicycle Parking: Selecting and Installing Bicycle Parking That 
Works -- A guide created to discuss site planning for short- and long-term 
parking, installation, bike rack selection, and placement & spacing.  


• Bicycle Parking Guidelines, 2nd Edition – A longer, more detailed document 
describing why bicycle parking is important, the facilities, and the policies & 
regulations. This guide contains best practices, an abundance of figures and 
examples, and other useful information.  


 
Both documents can be found at abpb.org 
 
At the June 7, 2021 meeting, the Planning Commission decided it would like to see bicycle 
parking regulated by use. 
 
Ms. Trish Meek, Centre Regional Planning Agency Transportation Planner, provided an 
overview of why bike parking is important, how it works, and give examples of regulations. 
 
Mr. Brian Rater asked Ms. Meek and Ms. Pollock to start drafting an ordinance for review.   
 
Ms. Sharon Collins asked if the ordinance would be for new construction.  Mr. Erickson 
confirmed that it would be for plans submitted.   


 
3. ADJOURN –WORK SESSION MEETING 


The work session meeting was adjourned at 5:27 PM.   
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ATTENDANCE 
 
Planning Commission   Township Staff 
Brian Rater, Chair (in person)  Alexandra Castrechini, Acting Township Engineer (in person) 
Richard Schmidt, Vice-Chair   Ken Soder, Zoning Officer (in person) 
William Burnett, Alt. Secretary  Nicole Pollock, CRPA 
Jim Payne    Nicole Harter, Public Works Secretary 
Sharon Collins (in person)    
Robert Prosek    
     


     
Audience 
C-NET (in person) 
Trish Meek, Centre Regional Planning Agency 


 
 
**Meeting was hybrid** 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER – WORK SESSION MEETING 


The September 13, 2021 work session meeting was called to order at 4:33 PM by Chair, 
Mr. Brian Rater.     


 
2. ITEMS OF CORRECTION 


There were no additions or deletions to the agenda. 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 There were no public comments at this point in the meeting. 
 
4. STATUS ON PENDING ITEMS 


Mr. Nicole Pollock gave an overview of pending items.  There were no comments from the 
Planning Commission on the pending work task items. 


 
5. BICYCLE PARKING 


The Planning Commission has been discussing required minimum bicycle parking 
standards in multi-family residential, commercial, and mixed-use developments in the 
Township to encourage bicycle use and promote connectivity to the pedestrian and bicycle 
network in the Township.  At the June 7, 2021 meeting, the Planning Commission decided 
it would like to see bicycle parking regulated by use.  The Planning Commission also 
reviewed the bicycle regulations for the other five Centre Region municipalities. 
 
At the July 12, 2021 meeting, Centre Regional Planning Agency Transportation Planner, 
Trish Meek, provided an overview of why bike parking is important, how it works, and gave 
examples of regulations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







PATTON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES - SEPTEMBER 13, 2021 
WORK SESSION MEETING  PAGE 2 of 3 


5. BICYCLE PARKING (cont.) 
As the Planning Commission requested, Staff has drafted ordinance language for 
consideration.  Additionally, seven Bicycle Friendly Communities (BFCs) were 
researched: 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Staff also heavily reviewed the bicycle parking regulations found in Ferguson Township’s 
Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance as the Planning Commission preferred 
looking at parking per use similar to Ferguson’s existing regulations.  Ferguson Township 
used the model Change Lab ordinance and adopted much of the applied language. 
 
The following are some key points the Planning Commission should consider while 
reviewing the draft language: 


• Patton Township Zoning ordinance contains the following definitions: 
o Bicycle Parking Space 
o Bicycle Parking Space, Sheltered – Recommend removal of this definition 


and amending Bicycle Parking, Long-Term 
o Bicycle Parking, Long-Term – Recommend adding “and is fully protected 


from the weather” to current definition 
o Bicycle Parking, Short-Term 
o Bicycle Rack 
o Private Garage 


• We recommend adding the following definitions as written in the draft: 
o Bike Locker 
o In-Street Bicycle Parking 
o Major Renovation 
o New Development 
o We need feedback if some words need to be defined such as “parking 


facility” 


• The model Change Lab ordinance calls for formulas to determine short and long-
term parking. After reviewing the other BFC bike parking ordinances, some use a 
single formula to calculate the total number of bicycle parking spaces and then a 
percentage of the total for short and long-term. We believe this is an easier and 
clearer way to calculate spaces. 


• A per bedroom bike parking calculation was used for multi-family buildings, as 


opposed to per unit. Using a per bedroom calculation is a more adequate indicator 


to number of bike parking spaces needed. Current multi-family building 


development trends points to increase in number of bedrooms per unit. 


• A minimum of 4 bike parking spaces per use is proposed. To effectively encourage 


bicycle use, riders need to be confident there will be a safe and secure place to 


store their bike when they arrive. 


Community Population BFC Status University 


Burlington, VT 42,452 Silver University of Vermont 


Davis, CA 69,289 Platinum University of California Davis 


Boulder, CO 108,090 Platinum University of Colorado Boulder 


Fort Collins, CO 161,000 Platinum Colorado State University 


Madison, WI 258,054 Platinum University of Wisconsin Madison 


Pittsburgh, PA 306,211 Bronze University of Pittsburgh 


Portland, OR 639,863 Platinum Portland State University 
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5. BICYCLE PARKING (cont.) 


• Bike parking spaces are proposed for major renovations. It will allow Patton 


Township to gain bicycle parking for existing structures. 


• Bike parking will be required whenever a land development plan is submitted.  


Ms. Trish Meek reviewed the draft ordinance language proposed during a PowerPoint 
Presentation. 
 
Mr. Jim Payne and Mr. William Burnett asked if UC Davis in California was considered.  
Ms. Meek noted that they didn’t go that detailed. 
 
Mr. Burnett was not opposed to having bicycle parking, but felt that there should be more 
bicycle paths, safer roads, and infrastructure in place before the Township starts requiring 
bicycle parking facilities.  Mr. Rich Schmidt agreed, but also expressed concern at Gray’s 
Woods Elementary school as there are a lot of bicycles on the ground and lack of security. 


 
Ms. Sharon Collins noted that possibly the Township should recommend an adequate 
number of bicycle parking spaces, rather than make it a requirement. 
 
Mr. Brian Rater noted that he is pleased with the improvements that have been made for 
biking to campus and agrees that the Township needs to add a requirement for bicycle 
parking. 
 
Mr. Burnett asked to have more studies done. 
 
Mr. Payne noted that the Township needs to at least have something minimally for 
requiring bicycle parking. 
 
Ms. Nicole Pollock and Ms. Meek will research more projects and also get more 
information on Gray’s Woods Elementary School, The Colonnade, and Patton Crossing 
and will provide that information at a future meeting. 
 


6. REPORTS 
The Patton Township Housing Task Force met on July 20, 2021.  The meeting focused 
on land trusts.  The Directors of the Centre County Housing and Land Trust (CCHLT), 
Missy Schoonover, and the State College Community Land Trust, Colleen Ritter, spoke 
about their organizations and how they provide affordable housing in the area.  The Task 
Force also discussed working with C-NET to produce a video for public outreach and 
awareness.  On July 14, 2021, several task force members met at a vacant Habitat and 
CCHLT home on Woodycrest Street for a tour and to learn more about Habitat, the 
CCHLT, and their partnership in Patton Township.   
 
At the August 17, 2021 meeting, the Task Force worked in their three subgroups:  Housing, 
Zoning, and Visioning.  The groups are working on the draft report that will be presented 
to the Board of Supervisors on October 27, 2021.  Three short videos have been created 
through C-NET to introduce the work of the task force to the residents and invite them to 
join the conversation:  How, What, and Why. 
 


7. ADJOURN – WORK SESSION MEETING 
The regular meeting was adjourned at 5:45 PM.   
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Pittsburgh Department of City Planning
BICYCLE PARKING OVERVIEW


INtROduCtION
In 2010, the City of Pittsburgh amended the Zoning 
Code to both require and incentivize bicycle parking 
in development projects. The intent of the ordinance is 
to  allow for increased flexibility and equity in addressing 
parking issues and to present a menu of parking strategies.  


Larger-scale new construction or change-of-use applications 
will be required to provide bicycle parking based on use, 
building size, or staff size.  Residential uses are required to 
provide 60 percent of the bicycle parking in protected spaces.  
In addition, all developments will have the opportunity to 
provide bicycle parking in lieu of automobile parking on a 
1 to 1 basis, for up to 30% of required parking.  For projects 
that are required to provide bicycle parking, the incentive 
may be used on these mandated spaces.  Additional bicycle 
parking is not required to utilize the incentive.  


This overview will answer many of the frequently asked 
questions concerning the bike parking requirements. 


WhAt Is thE dIffERENCE BEtWEEN 
PROtECtEd ANd uNPROtECtEd BICYCLE 
PARKING sPACEs?
Protected bike parking spaces are secure facilities 
that protect the entire bike against theft and against 
inclement weather. These facilities include, but are not 
limited to: bike lockers, check-in facilities, monitored bike 
parking, restricted access parking, and personal storage. 
Unprotected bike parking spaces are bike racks which 
permit locking the bike frame and one wheel to the rack, 
and provide a stable position without damaging the 
bikes. These facilities can be outdoors.


WhAt ELsE Is REquIREd tO ENsuRE thAt mY 
BICYCLE PARKING Is sECuRE?
The facilities should anchor bike racks and lockers to 
concrete pads or equivalent building structure, and shall 
provide ample lock-up options. Recommended options 
include “A” shape and Inverted “U” shape frames, as well 
as the Post and Loop racks. Please refer to the next two 
sections for details on recommended bicycle racks. 
Parking should also be located in a highly visible area to 
minimize theft and vandalism. Finally, it should provide 
safe and convenient means of ingress and egress, which 
may include, but is not limited to: ramps, elevators, and 
escalators. 


WhAt tYPE Of BICYCLE 
RACK Is RECOmmENdEd 
fOR INdOOR usE?
“A” shape and Inverted “U” 
shape frames. This type of rack 
allows the user to lock a bike 
frame and one of the wheels 
with a standard U-Lock. Wall-
mounted hanging racks may 
also be acceptable.


WhAt tYPE Of BICYCLE 
RACK Is RECOmmENdEd 
fOR OutdOOR usE?
Post and loop, such as the 
Three-Rivers Bike Rack, “A” 
shape and Inverted “U” shape 
frames. These types of racks 
allow the user to lock a bike 
frame and one of the wheels 
with a standard U-Lock. A bike 
locker is another alternative.


The Zoning Code sets certain 
standards for indoor and 
outdoor racks. The Zoning 
Administrator can approve 
plans and specs that differ from 
if function requires. 


WhAt tYPE Of BICYCLE 
RACK Is not PERmIttEd 
fOR EIthER INdOOR ANd 
OutdOOR usE?
The wave, comb, and toast bike 
racks are not permitted as they 
do not allow both the frame 
and wheels of the bike to be 
locked. 


WhAt LIGhtING LEVELs 
ARE NEEdEd tO mAKE 
PARKING sECuRE?
Bike parking facilities shall be 
well lit in order to provide a 
secured parking area where 
riders will feel safe. 


RECOmmENdEd


Three-Rivers Bike Rack


U-Shaped Bike Rack


Vertical Hanging Rack


Bike Locker


 Comb Bike Rack


Toast Bike Rack


not PERmIttEd


 Campus Bike Rack
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BICYCLE PARKING quEstIONs CONtINuEd 
WhAt LEVEL Of dEtAIL Am I REquIREd tO 
PROVIdE fOR PLAN REVIEW?
The submission must include the bike rack specifications, 
site plan showing the location(s) of the bike parking, and 
a plan detail with the rack illustrating the dimensions 
between the rack and the surrounding objects.  


WhY Am I REquIREd tO PROVIdE thIs LEVEL 
Of dEtAIL?
Providing detailed drawings and specifications of the 
bicycle parking facilities allows us to ensure the proposed 
plan meets the zoning requirements. In addition, by 
reviewing these details, we can prevent nonfunctional 
facilities that waste money and time from being 
constructed.


IN AN APARtmENt BuILdING, CAN mY 
tENANts just stORE thEIR BICYCLEs IN thEIR 
APARtmENt  uNIts? 
City policy encourages apartment owners to create a 
separate storage location for bicycles, such as individual 
tenant storage or a shared storage room where the bikes 
can be secured from theft. Storage within an apartment 
may  be allowed if several conditions are met. First, bicycles 
must be allowed in the building and elevators. Second, a 
usable bike parking space must be within direct proximity 
to a main or secondary apartment entrance.  Alternative 
solutions, such as bike lockers, may also be acceptable. 


IN AN APARtmENt BuILdING, CAN mY 
tENANts just stORE thEIR BICYCLEs IN thE 
BAsEmENt?
In any shared space, infrastructure is required that will 
allow bicycles to be locked up. This will provide an 
additional level of security from theft. 


WhAt tYPE Of sIGNAGE Is RECOmmENdEd tO 


hOW dO I GEt A BIKE RACK INstALLEd ON thE
sIdEWALK OutsIdE mY BusINEss?
Please contact Patrick Roberts, Department of City 
Planning Transportation Planner, at 412-255-2224 or 
patrick.roberts@pittsburghpa.gov.  His review is the first 
step in the process, followed by the Department of Public 
Works. 


WhAt Is thE COst tO INstALL A BIKE RACK ON 
thE sIdEWALK? 
The permit fee is $25, in addition to the cost of the bike 
rack and installation. 


I dO NOt NEEd tO Put BIKE RACKs ON thE 
sIdEWALKs, But mAY I ORdER thE thREE-
RIVERs BIKE RACK? 
While these racks are not required specifically by the 
City of Pittsburgh, they do meet the requirements for an 
outdoor rack. If you are interested in purchasing one or 
discussing other bike rack options, please contact Bike 
Pittsburgh at racks@bikepgh.org or call 412-325-4334.


mY EmPLOYEEs dO NOt COmmutE tO WORK 
ON BICYCLE, WhY dO I NEEd tO PROVIdE thIs 
INfRAstRuCtuRE?
Establishing bicycle parking for current and future needs 
is part of the City’s comprehensive planning efforts. 
Without providing the facilities, we are eliminating the 
potential for future bicycle commuters. 


If I Am ExEmPtEd fROm AutOmOBILE 
PARKING, Am I ExEmPtEd fROm BICYCLE 
PARKING As WELL?
No, an exemption from automobile parking does not 
mean an exemption from bicycle parking; therefore, 
bicycle parking facilities should be provided based on the 
Zoning Code requirements.


fOR mORE INfORmAtION 
This Bicycle Parking Overview handout is for reference 
only. For the complete City of Pittsburgh Bicycle Parking 
Ordinance please refer to the Pittsburgh Zoning Code, Title 
Nine, Article VI, Section 914.05.  For questions concerning 
zoning, contact Kate Rakus, Senior Planner, at kate.
rakus@pittsburghpa.gov.  For bicycle and rack specific 
questions, Patrick Roberts, Transportation Planner, at 
412-255-2224 or patrick.roberts@pittsburghpa.gov.Bicycle Parking Sign


Bicycle parking signs shall be 
installed to direct cyclists from 
entryways. The sign type is 
recommended to conform to the 
Manual of Uniform Traffic Control 
devices, as shown to the right. 
Sign locations shall be identified 
on the site plan.   


dIRECt RIdERs tO BICYCLE PARKING sPACEs?
hOW dO I GEt A BIKE RACK INstALLEd IN thE 
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Pittsburgh Department of City Planning
BICYCLE PARKING ExAmPLE
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INtROduCtION
In addition to the Bicycle Parking Overview handout, 
this handout is intended to illustrate a good example of 
the level of detail required to provide for bicycle parking 
plan reviews.


PLAN REVIEW dRAWING REquIREmENt
In order to ensure that proposed plans meet the zoning 
requirement, applicants must provide site plan/building 
plan, enlarged bike parking detail, and enlarged bike 
rack detail section. 


sItE PLAN/BuILdING PLAN
Indicate all on-site indoor and/or outdoor bike parking 
locations. 


ENLARGEd BIKE PARKING dEtAIL PLAN
The enlarged plan of the bike parking drawing must 
contains bike rack specifications including but not 
limited to, bike rack type, parking area dimensions and 
distance from surrounding objects and type of bike rack 
selected. 


sItE PLAN/BuILdING PLAN


ENLARGEd INdOOR BIKE PARKING dEtAIL PLAN
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Bike Rack Type


Distance from 
Surrounding Object 


INdOOR BIKE PARKING


OutdOOR BIKE PARKING


ENLARGEd OutdOOR BIKE PARKING dEtAIL PLAN







BIKE PARKING BuILdING ELEVAtION
Indicate the on-site outdoor bike parking locations and 
outdoor bike parking canopy if applicable. 
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AddItIONAL dRAWINGs
Additional drawings, such as perspectives and keyed site 
plan (for larger scale project) are encouraged to submit 
alone with the required drawings. 


fOR mORE INfORmAtION 
The Bicycle Parking Overview handout is for reference 
only. For questions concerning zoning, contact Kate 
Rakus, Senior Planner, at kate.rakus@pittsburghpa.gov.  
For bicycle and rack specific questions, Patrick Roberts, 
Transportation Planner, at 412-255-2224 or patrick.
roberts@pittsburghpa.gov.


BICYCLE PARKING ExAmPLEs CONtINuEd 


ENLARGEd BIKE RACK dEtAIL sECtION


Sand Pad


Jacket Coating 
to Extend 1” min.  


Below Grade


Non-abrasive Surface
A 0.125” PVC jacket is 
applied to primed


Turning Radius of 
10.20”


Brick Pavers


Concrete Footing 


4’
-0


”


1’-0”


4’-0”


ENLARGEd BIKE RACK dEtAIL sECtION
The enlarged section of bike rack drawing must contains 
bike rack specifications including but not limited to, 
bike rack type, dimensions, materials and connection to 
ground. 


BIKE PARKING BuILdING sECtION
If applicable, include building section that indicates bike 
rack location in relation to building envelope, right-of-
way, and outdoor bike parking canopy.  


BIKE PARKING BuILdING ELEVAtION


BIKE PARKING BuILdING sECtION


Bike Parking Canopy








DRAFT-- PATTON TOWNSHIP BICYCLE PARKING ORDIANCE     SEPTEMBER 30,2021 


 
 


 
1. WHEREAS, Patton Township has a goal of improving the health of its residents and the 
air quality of the community; 
 
2. WHEREAS, bicycling is a safe, low-impact aerobic activity, enjoyed by millions of 
Americans, and provides a convenient opportunity to obtain physical exercise while 
traveling to work, shops, restaurants, and many other common destinations;  
 
3. WHEREAS, bicycling frequently provides a practical alternative to driving;  
 
4. WHEREAS, bicycling can greatly increase access to important services and provide 
more range of travel for people who do not own or cannot operate a car, including our 
increasing aging population, children and youth, people who are low-income, and those with 
disabilities or medical restrictions on driving; 
  
5. WHEREAS, replacing car trips with bicycle trips improves air quality by reducing the 
amount of carbon dioxide emissions; 
 
6. WHEREAS, replacing car trips with bicycle trips reduces congestion and wear and tear 
on roads, improving quality of life for residents; 
 
7. WHEREAS, providing safe, convenient, and adequate bicycle parking is necessary to 
encourage increased use of bicycles as a form of transportation; 
 
8. WHEREAS, cities that have improved bicycle infrastructure, including parking, have 
seen a measurable increase in bicycle trips; 
 
9. WHEREAS, in light of the foregoing, Patton Township desires to add new bicycle 
parking requirements to increase the availability of safe and convenient bicycle parking; and 
 
10. WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Patton Township in enacting this Ordinance to (1) 
encourage healthy, active living, (2) reduce traffic congestion, air pollution, wear and tear 
on roads, and use of fossil fuels, and (3) improve safety and quality of life for residents of 
Patton Township by providing safe and convenient parking for bicycles; 
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SECTION I. BICYCLE PARKING REQUIREMENTS FOR LAND 
DEVELOPMENT PLANS 
 
§ 1. PURPOSE: The purpose of this section is to provide sufficient safe and convenient 
bicycle parking in Land Development Plans to encourage bicycling as a form of 
transportation, reducing traffic congestion, air pollution, wear and tear on roads, and use of 
fossil fuels, while fostering healthy physical activity. 
 
§ 2. DEFINITIONS: Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, the following terms 
shall have the following meanings: 
 


(A)  “Bicycle Parking Space”: A physical space that is a minimum of 2.5 feet in width 
by 6 feet in length with a vertical clearance of at least 7 feet that allows for the 
parking of one bicycle, and if located outside, is hard surfaced and well drained. 


   
(B)  “Bike Locker”: A lockable enclosure consistent with industry standards that can 


hold one bicycle; is made of durable material; is designed to fully protect the 
bicycle against rain, snow, and ice; provides secure protection from theft; opens 
sufficiently to allow bicyclists easy access; and is of a character and color that adds 
aesthetically to the immediate environment. 


 
(C) “Bike Rack”: A device consistent with industry standards that is capable of 


supporting a bicycle in a stable position, is made of durable materials, is no less 
than 36 inches tall (from base to top of rack) and no less than 1.5 feet in length, 
permits the securing of the bicycle frame and one wheel with a U-shaped lock, and 
is of a character and color that adds aesthetically to the immediate environment. 


 
(D)  “In-Street Bicycle Parking”: A portion of a vehicle parking lane or other area on a 


roadway that is set aside for the parking of bicycles. 
 


(E)  “Long-Term Bicycle Parking”: Bicycle parking that is primarily intended for 
bicyclists who need bicycle parking for more than 3 hours and is fully protected 
from the weather.  


 
(F)  “Long-Term Bicycle Parking Space”: A Bicycle Parking Space that provides 


Long-Term Bicycle Parking.  
 


(G)  “Short-Term Bicycle Parking”: Bicycle parking primarily intended for bicyclists 
who need bicycle parking for 3 hours or less.  
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(H)  “Short-Term Bicycle Parking Space”: A Bicycle Parking Space that provides 
Short-Term Bicycle Parking. 


 
§ 3. BICYCLE PARKING SPACES REQUIRED: Short-Term and Long-Term Bicycle 
Parking Spaces shall be required for all Land Development Plans.  
 


 (A) Required Number of Bicycle Parking Spaces: All Land Development Plans shall 
provide at least the number of Short-Term and Long-Term Bicycle Parking Spaces 
identified in the table in this subsection; however, the number shall not fall below a 
minimum of 2 Short-Term and 2 Long-Term Bicycle Parking Spaces, regardless of 
other provisions herein, except that multiple dwellings that have private garages (or 
equivalent separate storage space for each unit) are not required to provide any 
Long-Term Bicycle Parking Spaces. Where the calculation of total required spaces 
results in a fractional number, the next highest whole number shall be used. Up to 
half of the required Short-Term Bicycle Parking Spaces may be replaced with 
Long-Term Bicycle Parking Spaces. 


 
General Use 
Category 


Specific Use Minimum 
Number of 
Bicycle Parking 
Spaces 
Required 


% Short-Term 
Bicycle Parking 
Spaces Required 


% Long-Term 
Bicycle Parking 
Spaces Required 


Residential Multiple Dwelling 
without private garage 
or equivalent separate 
storage space for 
each bedroom 
 
Multiple Dwelling with 
private garage or 
equivalent separate 
storage space for each 
bedroom 
 


.5 per bedroom 
 
 
 
 
.25 per bedroom 


25% 
 
 
 
 
 
100% 


75% 
 
 
 
 
 
None 


Commercial Office Building 
 
 
General Retail 
 
 
Grocery 
 
 
Restaurant 
 
 
Parking Garage 
 
 
Outdoor Parking Lot 


1 per 4,000 Sq.ft. 
 
 
1 per 5,000 Sq.ft. 
 
1 per 2,500 Sq.ft. 
 
 
1 per 1,000 Sq.ft. 
 
1 per 20 motor 
vehicle spaces  
 
1 per 20 motor 
vehicle spaces  
 


40%  
 
 
80% 
 
 
80% 
 
 
 
80% 
 
0% 
 
 
90% 
 


60% 
  
 
20% 
 
 
20% 
 
 
 
20% 
 
100% 
 
 
10% 
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Civic 
 


Non-assembly cultural 
(e.g., library, 
government buildings) 
 
 
Schools, places of 
worship, places of 
assembly, childcare 
centers 
 
 
Theatres  
 
 
Recreational Uses 
 
 
Colleges and 
Universities (excluding 
dormatories) 
 


1 per 5,000 Sq.ft 
 
 
 
 
1 per 3,000 Sq.ft 
 
 
 
 1 per seat 30 
 
 
1 per 2,000 Sq.ft 
 
 
1 per 1,500 Sq.ft 


80% 
 
 
 
 
 
80% 
 
 
 
 
100% 
 
 
100% 
 
 
 
90% 


20% 
 
 
 
 
 
20% 
 
 
 
 
0% 
 
 
0% 
 
 
 
10% 


Industrial 
 


Manufacturing and 
Production 
 
 
 


Minimum 
requirement (4) 
(can be 
increased at the 
discretion of 
Township staff) 
 
 


50% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


50% 
 


Conservation Agriculture No minimum 
required 


None None 


 
(A) If the Land Development Plan is for a use not listed in the above table, the number of 


Bicycle Parking Spaces required shall be calculated on the basis of a similar use, as 
determined by the Township and Centre Regional Planning Agency staff. 


(B) If the Parking Garage or Outdoor Parking Lot is constructed with a specific use, that 
use will determine the number of Bicycle Parking Spaces required. The calculation 
in the Table above will be used if the Parking Garage or Outdoor Parking Lot is 
constructed as a stand-alone use.  


 
§ 4. BICYCLE PARKING STANDARDS - GENERAL:  
 


(A) All Bicycle Parking Spaces shall be: 
 


(1) well lit if accessible to the public or bicyclists after dark;  
 


(2) located to ensure significant visibility by the public and building users, except 
in the case of Long-Term Bicycle Parking that is located in secured areas; 
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(3) accessible without climbing more than one step or going up or down a slope in 
excess of 12 percent, and via a route on the property that is designed to 
minimize conflicts with motor vehicles and pedestrians and shall be located on 
paved or pervious, dust-free surface. Surfaces shall not be gravel, landscape 
stone, or wood chips. 
 


(B)  All In-Street Bicycle Parking and Bicycle Parking Spaces located in a parking 
facility shall be: 


 
(1) clearly marked; and 
 
(2) separated from motor vehicles by some form of physical barrier such as bollards, 


concrete or rubber curbing or pads, reflective wands, a wall, or a combination 
thereof designed to adequately protect the safety of bicyclists and bicycles. 


 
(C) All Bike Racks shall be located at least 36 inches in all directions from any 


obstruction, including but not limited to other Bike Racks, walls, doors, posts, 
columns, or exterior or interior landscaping. Each required bicycle parking space 
must be accessible without moving another bicycle and its placement shall not result 
in a bicycle obstructing a required walkway. Bicycle racks shall be installed to the 
manufacturer's specifications, including the minimum recommended distance from 
other structures. Details for the rack type, material, dimensions, and connection to 
the ground shall be provided in the submission of the preliminary land development 
plan. 


 
(D) Unless Bicycle Parking Spaces are clearly visible from an entrance, a sign 


indicating their location shall be prominently displayed outside the main entrance to 
the building or facility, and additional signs shall be provided as necessary to ensure 
easy way finding. A “Bicycle Parking” sign shall also be displayed on or adjacent to 
any indoor room or area designated for bicycle parking. All outdoor signs required 
by this subsection shall be no smaller than 12 x 18 inches and utilize a type size of 
at least 2 inches. All indoor signs required by this subsection shall be no smaller 
than 8 x 10 inches and utilize a type size of at least 5/8 inch. 


 
(E) In winter months, bicycle parking areas, shall be cleared of snow within a 


reasonable time.  
 
§ 5. ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO SHORT-TERM BICYCLE 
PARKING ONLY: All Short-Term Bicycle Parking Spaces shall contain Bike Racks and shall 
meet the following requirements, in addition to the requirements in Section I § 3 above:  
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 (A)  Location: 


 
(1) Short-Term Bicycle Parking must be located either (a) within 50 feet of the 


main public entrance of the building or facility, or (b) no further than the 
nearest motor vehicle parking space to the main public entrance (excluding 
parking for individuals with disabilities), whichever is closer. If the land 
development contains multiple buildings or facilities, the required Short-Term 
Bicycle Parking shall be distributed to maximize convenience and use.  


 
 (2) Short-Term Bicycle Parking Spaces may be located either (a) on-site or (b) in 


the public right-of-way (e.g., sidewalk or In-Street Bicycle Parking), provided 
that an encroachment permit is obtained for the installation and the installation 
meets all other requirements of the Township. If Bike Racks are located on 
public sidewalks, they must provide at least 5 feet of pedestrian clearance, and 
up to 6 feet where available, and be at least 2 feet from the curb.  


 
(B) Bike Rack Requirements: Bike Racks used for Short-Term Bicycle Parking must 


be securely attached to concrete footings, a concrete sidewalk, or another 
comparably secure concrete surface, and made to withstand severe weather and 
permanent exposure to the elements.  
 


§ 6. ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO LONG-TERM BICYCLE 
PARKING ONLY: Long-Term Bicycle Parking shall be provided in either (1) Bike 
Lockers or (2) indoor rooms or areas specifically designated for bicycle parking (including 
designated areas of an indoor parking facility), and shall satisfy the following requirements, 
in addition to those set forth in Section I § 3 above:  
 


(A) Location: Long-Term Bicycle Parking may be located either on- or off-site. If 
located off-site, it shall be no more than 300 feet from the main public entrance. 


 
(C) Requirements for Indoor Long-Term Bicycle Parking: Long-Term Bicycle 


Parking located in designated indoor rooms or areas shall contain Bike Racks or 
comparable devices. Such rooms shall be designed to maximize visibility of all 
portions of the room or designated area from the entrance. Supplemental security 
measures (such as limiting access to a designated indoor bike parking room to 
persons with a key, smart card, or code) are optional. 


 
§ 7. BICYCLE PARKING REQUIREMENTS FOR PARKING FACILITIES 
 


(A) . Location: All Bicycle Parking Spaces required shall be located in an area, 
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preferably on the ground floor, that can be conveniently and safely accessed by 
bicycle and by foot in a way that minimizes conflicts with motor vehicles, is not 
isolated, and maximizes visibility by parking facility patrons and attendants. If the 
licensed parking facility has multiple entrances, the required Bicycle Parking Spaces 
may be spread out among the multiple entrances. Bicycle Parking Spaces shall be 
accessible without climbing more than one step or going up or down a slope in 
excess of 12 percent. 
 


(B) Bike Racks: All Bicycle Parking Spaces required shall contain Bike Racks and shall 
be well lit if accessible to the public or bicyclists after dark or if in an interior or 
darkened location. All Bike Racks shall also provide a clearance of at least 36 inches 
in all directions from any obstruction including but not limited to other bike racks, 
walls, doors, posts, columns or landscaping, and shall be separated from vehicles by 
some form of physical barrier such as bollards, concrete or rubber curbing or pads, 
reflective wands, a wall, or a combination thereof designed to adequately protect the 
safety of bicyclists and bicycles. All Bike Racks located outdoors shall also be 
securely attached to concrete footings and made to withstand severe weather and 
permanent exposure to the elements.  
 


(C) Signage: Parking facilities shall also install prominent signs, no smaller than 12 x 18 
inches and utilizing a type size of at least 2 inches, in or near each entrance that 
advertise the availability of bicycle parking, and the location, if it is not visible from 
the entrance. 
 


(D) Contractual Limits on Liability: The parking facility owner (or designee) to enter 
into agreements with facility users or take other lawful measures to limit the parking 
facility’s liability to users, including bicycle users, with respect to parking in the 
parking facility, provided that such agreements or measures are otherwise in 
accordance with the requirements of this Ordinance and the law. 


  





