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DATE:  April 13, 2021 
 
TO:  Recreation Advisory Committee 
 
FROM:  Susan Wheeler, Public Works Project Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Recreation Advisory Committee Meeting  

Tuesday, April 20, 2021 @ 5:30 p.m. 
  Meeting Location: Virtual Meeting via zoom (meeting detail to be provided) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our agenda for the Committee meeting on Tuesday, April 20, 2021 at 5:30 p.m. is as follows: 
 
 

1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
 

2.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 

Enclosed are the minutes from the March Recreation Advisory Committee, which should be reviewed 
and accepted.  
 
 

3. GREEN HOLLOW PARK PICKLE BALL COURTS 
 

Ms. Erin McGann lives next to Green Hollow Park and has ongoing concerns about the noise 
levels generated by the sport and the number of vehicles that park on the street. 
 
Ms. McGann will address the Committee regarding her concerns.  
 
 

4. GREEN HOLLOW ADA PATH DESIGN 
 

The ADA path design is underway by YSM Landscape Architects. Once complete, the project will 
be bid for construction in 2021. 
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5. CENTRE REGION SILVER BICYCLE FRIENDLY COMMUNITY DESIGNATION 
 

CentreBike has provided Patton Township with two (2) Bicycle Friendly Community signs that will 
be erected in the Township. Attached are a letter from Mr. Matthew Cox, the President of 
CentreBike and a photo of the sign. 
 
 

6. CENTRE REGION BICYCLE FACILITIES MAP 
 

Ms. Trish Meek, Senior Planner at the Centre Regional Planning Agency (CRPA) updates the regional 
bicycle facilities map each year. The 2021 map is attached. 
 
 

7. MAY IS NATIONAL BIKE MONTH 
 
May is National Bike Month. As a reminder, the May 18, 2021 RAC meeting will be a “Patton Township 
Bike Chat”.  
 
The Chat will begin at 5:30 pm and will be led by Ms. Trish Meek of CRPA. This virtual event will be 
promoted by Patton Township staff via social media and email distribution lists.   
 
 

8. BERNEL ROAD PARK PHASE 2B – DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES (DCNR) GRANT 

 
The grant submission has been made for Bernel Road Park Phase 2B. Successful awards will be 
announced in the fall of 2021. 
 
 

9. VALLEY VISTA SHARED USE PATH TO TUDEK PARK BIKE PATH CONNECTOR ROUTE 
PROPOSAL 

 
As the Committee is aware, the “Patton Township Parks and Bicycle/Pedestrian Path Plan 2020 – 
2029” provides mapping for future bicycle/pedestrian path connections throughout the Township. 
 
In that adopted plan, one route designated as a Connector Route traverses along Devonshire Drive 
(and Park lane and Aaron Drive) to connect the Valley Vista Shared Use Path to the Bike Path in 
Tudek Park in Ferguson Township. 
 
The Ferguson Township Parks and Recreation Committee met on Thursday, March 18, 2021 to 
discuss the proposed project. They asked Ferguson Township Staff for additional information before a 
decision will be reached. 
 
 

10. VALLEY VISTA SHARED USE PATH UPDATE 
 

The Contractor CH+D will be finishing up the punch list items in early May. 
 
 

11. TREE PENNSYLVANIA GRANT PROGRAM 
 

The grant submission was successful and fifteen (15) trees were awarded to the Township. They will 
be planted in Bernel Road Park in the disc golf area. 

 
 

       12.  REGIONAL PARKS ISSUES UPDATE 
 

Ms.Solic will provide an update. 
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      13. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
  
      14. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

cc: Doug Erickson, Township Manager 
 Larry Pegher, Finance Director 
 Steve Casson, Director of Public Works 

Alexandra Castrechini, Assistant Township Engineer 
 Patton Township Board of Supervisors Members 

Nicole Pollock, Senior Planner, CRPA 
Pam Salokangas, Director, CRPR 
Jim Carpenter, Parks Supervisor, CRPR 
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MEETING LOCATION: 
VIA ZOOM 

SUMMARY MINUTES


1. CALL TO ORDER


Ms. Taylor called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. Members present were Ms. Cindy Solic, Mr. Rich Koch, Mr. Barry Bram and Mr. Ken Hickman. Guest present was Ms. Trish Meek, Centre Regional Planning Agency (CRPA) Senior Transportation Planner. Staff members present were Ms. Susan Wheeler, Public Works Project Manager and Mr. Steve Casson, Director of Public Works. 

      2.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion to accept the January Recreation Advisory Committee minutes was made by Ms. Solic and seconded by Ms. Taylor.

3. LEAGUE OF AMERICAN BICYCLISTS FRIENDLY BUSINESS DESIGNATION

At the February Recreation Advisory Committee (RAC) meeting, the Committee discussed and agreed that they would like staff to gather the information needed for a Bicycle Friendly Business (BFB) application. The Committee will forward the completed application to the Board of Supervisors in late May for their consideration and a potential June submission to the League of American Bicyclists.


Ms. Trish Meek of the Centre Regional Planning Agency (CRPA) was present to talk about the application and things that can be done in aiding to complete the to the application. 


Ms. Meek spoke to the “Three Es” of the BFB application. These are engineering, encouragement and education and, evaluation.  Ms. Meek stated that the Township actions regarding engineering is already strong due to current planning and construction of shared use paths. Education can be met by sending out information to residents through the listserv and placing information on the Township website. Evaluation is ongoing and data has already been collected form the many surveys that have been done in the Township regarding recreation.

Ms. Meek and Ms. Wheeler will continue to work on the application.


Currently, the State College-Centre Region is a Silver Bicycle Friendly Community, the Centre Region Council of Governments (COG) is a Silver Bicycle Friendly Business, the State College Borough is a Gold Bicycle Friendly Business and Penn State University is designated a Gold Bicycle Friendly University. These designations are awarded by the League of American Bicyclists.


4. MAY IS NATIONAL BIKE MONTH

May is National Bike Month and bike month events are considered by the League when awarding the Bicycle Friendly Business designations. Holding events in May will help satisfy the “encouragement and education part of the BFB application.
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Ms. Wheeler and Ms. Meek are proposing a “Patton Township Bike Chat” in place of the annual May parks tour (May 18, 2021 – 5:30 pm) to provide an opportunity for the public to learn more about all things bike related in Patton Township.  

The Chat would be a virtual event and includes topics such as bicycle and road safety, an overview of township facilities, and information on how these link to other municipalities.  Ms. Meek would lead the Bike Chat. 

The Committee discussed this suggestion and thought it would be a great idea. Ms. Wheeler will also see if a bicycle-certified Patton Township Police Officer can attend.

5. VALLEY VISTA SHARED USE PATH TO TUDEK PARK BIKE PATH CONNECTOR ROUTE PROPOSAL


As the Committee is aware, the “Patton Township Parks and Bicycle/Pedestrian Path Plan 2020 – 2029” provides mapping for future bicycle/pedestrian path connections throughout the Township.


In that adopted plan, one route designated as a Connector Route traverses along Devonshire Drive (and Park lane and Aaron Drive) to connect the Valley Vista Shared Use Path to the Bike Path in Tudek Park in Ferguson Township.


This connector is proposed to be a route identified by sharrows and signage. Ms. Wheeler has developed a plan for placement of signs and sharrows and Ferguson Township is currently considering whether they would like to partner in this project. A map is attached. 


The Ferguson Township Parks and Recreation Committee will meet on Thursday, March 18, 2021 and will review and discuss the proposed plan. 


6. BERNEL ROAD PARK PHASE 2B – DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES (DCNR) GRANT


Bernel Road Park Phase 2A was awarded $155,000 in DCNR grant monies in December 2020 (the original grant submission was for $250,000). 


A grant submission for Bernel Road Park Phase 2B will be made in April 2021 to seek the additional funds needed to complete construction of all the items in the originally named Phase 2A. These items include a beginner and intermediate pump track.


      5.
REGIONAL PARKS ISSUES UPDATE


Ms.Solic provided the following update:

· The liner for the outdoor skating rink located at Blue Spring Park was ripped.

· The Senior Center will be re-opening on a limited basis.


· The Spring/Summer program planning is underway.


· Design of the Action Sports Park that will be located in the State College Borough is underway.


· Whitehall Road Regional Park discussions continue with regard to the loan and items to be constructed in Phase 1.

Ms. Wheeler attended the joint Parks Capital Committee and CRPRA meeting on behalf of Ms. Solic and reported the following:
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· Penn State gave an update on the Musser Gap to Valleylands (MG2V) project. A consultant has been identified but the contract has not been finalized. They will work on the project plans as they connect the PSU lands between the Whitehall Road Regional Park and the Musser Gap Trail.


· CRPRA is still discussing the top three (3) priorities from the adopted regional “Comprehensive Recreation, Parks and Open Space Plan”. Ms. Dinnini added that she would like to see some work towards mapping of all facilities though all municipalities to knit together all opportunities in the Centre Region. Ms. Dinnini would also like to see more discussion more data on benchmarking and financing in the park system.

· Ms. Wheeler spoke briefly to the planning and implementation of recreational opportunities in Patton Township as outlined in the “Patton Township Parks and Bicycle/Pedestrian Path Plan 2020-2019”.


· Millbrook Marsh is working on the expansion of the Spring Creek Education Building and fundraising.


       6.
OTHER BUSINESS


None.

7.  ADJOURNMENT


Mr. Koch made a motion to adjourn at 6:10 pm. The motion was seconded by Ms. Solic. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 20, 2021 at 5:30 pm. The meeting will be held via zoom.



